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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The summary paragraphs provided below are prepared for inclusion in the Project Study
Report (PSR). The complete Preliminary Environmental Analysis Report (PEAR) does not need
to be attached to the PSR.

An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and a combined Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) are the probable environmental documents that will be necessary for this project. This
level of documentation would be required due to the likely findings of unavoidable, significant
cumulative impacts associated with this project. The project schedule and design will be most
affected by issues related to biological resources, water quality concems, floodplain
encroachment, and socioeconomic impacts resulting from the proposed acquisition of right-of-
way, construction of the project, and changes in existing traffic patterns (e.g., changes in street
access to State Route 12).

Agency responsibility for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has not been determined at this time.
Federal agencies likely to be involved in the project will include the United States Coast Guard,
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE).
Other agencies with varying responsibilities for compliance with NEPA/CEQA will include the
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the City of Rio Vista, and the State Lands
Commission, the agency responsible for management of the lands under the Sacramento River.
Resolution of the federal and state agencies that will serve as lead agencies for NEPA and
CEQA will be determined prior to the initiation of the EIR/EIS needed for the project.

If significant impacts to environmental resources presented in Table 1 are avoidable by the
project or are not present on the project site, then the preparation time for an EIR/EIS would
be about 30 months. The environmental process will require approximately another 10 to 12
months if significant environmental impacts are unavoidable. The timing of the natural resource
surveys may also affect the length of time necessary to complete the environmental documents.
Wetland delineations and sensitive species surveys need to be conducted during the months of
February through May, as this is the critical time of year for identifying vernal pools and the
presence of certain species. The discovery of any sensitive plant or animal species or habitats

- on or near the project site will add to the time required to complete the biological resource

analysis. '

Time should also be set aside to provide for intensive cultural resources surveys in
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended
(1992) and the implementing regulations found in Title 36 CFR Part 800. Scheduling impacts
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related to cultural resources issues are particularly critical if resources would be adversely
affected, necessitating lengthy evaluation and/or mitigation work for the project. Floodplain
encroachment studies, socioeconomic analyses, and clean-up and monitoring of hazardous waste
sites found within the project impact area will need to be performed, as appropriate, and may
cause additional delays if not scheduled éarly in the pr .

It should be noted that although this document was not finalized until November of 1993,
no additional data was gathered after the spring of 1993. The information presented below,
therefore, may be somewhat out of date.

Tables 1 and 2 provide a summary of the relevant environmental issues that may need to
be addressed in the environmental document to be prepared for this project, with Table 2
indicating resource issues as they relate to Alternative 2 versus Alternative 6.
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Table 1. Environmental Issues

Environmental Issues

Biological Resources

Noise Analysis

Hazardous Waste

Cultural Resources

Laws Applicable

Federal Endangered Species Act
of 1973; California Endangered
Species Act of 1973; Executive
Order 11990 of 1977 (Wetlands
Protection); Executive Order
11988 of 1977 (Floodplain
Management).

Federal Aid Highway Act of
1970; Federal-Aid Highway
Program Manual 7-7-3 and the
guidelines of the FHWA
Technical Advisory Manual
T6640.8A; Caltrans Highway
Design Manual, Chapter 1100.

Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA)
and the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act of 1976
(RCRA).

National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (NHPA), as
amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq)
and the Section 106 process.
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Documentation

Natural Environment Study
Report (NESR)

Noise Impact Report

Initiat Site  Assessment
(ISA) - provided as
Attachment A to this
report.

Historic Property Survey

- Report (HPSR); Archaeo-

logical Survey Report
(ASR); Historic Architectu-
ral Survey Report (HASR)
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Table 1. Environmental Issues {concluded)

Environmental Issues

Air Quality

Water Quality

Visual Resources

Permi

Executive Orders/ Guide-lines/
Laws Applicable

United States Clean Air Act of
1970, as amended in 1990 (42
USC 7401 et seq) and the Inter-
modal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991 (23 USC
109(), 134Q1), 135, 149).

United States Clean Water Act
of 1987, as amended (33 USC
[300 et seq.) and the Porter-
Cologne Water Quality Control
Act of 1969, as amended in 1991
{California Water Code Sections
1300 et seq.).

Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA).

Army Corps of Engineers, Section 404

California Department of Fish and Game, Sections 1601 and 1603

Coast Guard Bridge Permit

State Lands Commission Permit

PAR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.
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Documentation

Air Quality Impact Analysis

Water Quality Report

- Visual Impact Assessment

for Highway Projects
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