










 

SR 12/Rio Vista Bridge Preliminary Study 
Web and Email Comments 
DRAFT 6.10 
 
Comments Submitted Through Rio Vista Bridge Web Site 
 
John R. Anderson 
I 100% support this new bridge thing...especially favor the southern alignment route. One concern: 
tolls. Will this be a toll bridge? I live directly across the river from Rio Vista. That's our only town to 
shop. I can't afford to pay tolls every time I need to go there. 
I will be out of town so I cannot make the upcoming meeting in Rio Vista. I certainly support this 
new crossing...especially the "southern" route. 
Question: What about tolls? Rio Vista is the only close by and viable town for us folks that live 
across the river in Isleton and Brannan Island. We all shop and trade there. There is no way I can 
afford to pay $4 or more each time I cross that river to buy some coffee, parts for the house, etc.   
Response from Janet Adams, Solano Transportation Authority Deputy Executive Director 
Thank you for taking the time to comment on the Rio Vista Bridge Study. Your comment as well as 
others received over the last year of study will be included in the final study.  
Be advised tolls are being considered as a potential funding source for the project as well other 
potential federal, state, and local sources. Funding a project of this magnitude will likely take a 
combination of all these potential funding sources to make this project a reality.  
It is our intent to conclude our study within the next 4-6 weeks and share it with the public on the 
STA project website. 
If you have any questions about what was presented at our recent public meeting, the entire 
presentation is also available on the website.  
Once again, thank you for your participation and if you have any further questions, don't hesitate to 
contact me. 
Response from John Anderson 
Thank you for writing back. 
The toll aspect is either missing from all the promo literature, you've been circulating...or perhaps I 
missed it. Not that I'm against tolls...but we local Delta folks living here on the other side of the 
river on otherwise desolate Andrus & Brannan Island should get some sort of exemption. Rio Vista 
is our only local town of any size to shop. It won't help Rio Vista's trade with the Delta, either.   
Lodi is about 20+ miles away...and one has to take that awful Satanic-awful "Highway" 12 across 
Bouldin Island to get there. Of course, if you widen and modernize the Rio Vista Bridge and fund it 
with a toll, its only logical that you'd do the same for a new Mokelume River and Potato Slough 
crossing....for all of the same reasons. Antioch is about 15 miles away and across a Caltrans toll 
bridge. Sacramento lies even further to the north...no toll yet...but a long drive on dangerous, narrow 
roads. 
As you know, the demographics of Isleton are not exactly at the top of the list, income-wise...indeed, 
the opposite. I personally think that Highway 12 between Lodi-Suisun should be a toll road. That 
would pay for its improvements. Especially so for the heavy trucks which currently monopolize the 
road to save time & fuel....and beat it to a pulp. Frankly, those large trucks should be banned from 
Highway 12 until it is brought up to modern safety standards, which it currently is NOT. There 
should be a 5-ton limit imposed on Highway 12 until improvements become reality. That ban would 



 

certainly get attention...and action on 12. I'll pass this toll aspect to other locals so we can all be 
aware of this fact. 
 
Jay and Diana Muehlhausen 
We attended the meeting on 2-25-10, but couldn't stay for the Q&A. Who has the final say on where 
and what type improvement will be made? It seems like the speaker last night was definitely 
channeling the audience to not go to certain corridors. I agree that updating the current corridor, 
causing the split of the town with a four-lane highway, is not a good idea. But, it seems like the 
southern corridors are already eliminated and the airport road is the way the speaker/agency wants 
us to go.  
And, are you looking at 15 years from now for the projected to be completed? 
 
 
Comments Submitted Through Email 
 
From: James & Abbie Adkerson 
 
Dear Janet 
 
Our address is 588 Aurora Way, Rio Vista... We will not be able to attend the 
public meeting on February 12, however we wish you to consider the "Southeren 
Corridor Alternative" as the best choice route for the new Alighnment. We feel it 
will impact the area the least and be the most economical as to cost. 
       Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 



 

From: John Anderson 
 
Ms Adams; 
 
Another thought:  Even when the new bridge (ideally the southern route) is built...leave the current bridge 
in place  
for the locals to use at N/C as they have done for decades. This has 2 key advantages that I see:  
a) preserving the historical, picturesque and "feel of the Delta"aspects of a classic and famous Delta 
legacy drawbridge. 
b) local access to the heart of Rio Vista and within the Delta by local Delta residents and tourists - the 
new Delta Center  
    will be located right at its entrance. 
 
============================================================ 
 
Ms Adams: 
 
Thank you for writing back. 
 
The toll aspect is either missing from all the promo literature you've been circulating...or perhaps I missed 
it. 
 
Not that I'm against tolls...but we local Delta folks living here on the other side of the river on otherwise 
desolate  
Andrus & Brannan Island should get some sort of exemption.  Rio Vista is our only local town of any size 
to shop.   
 
It won't help Rio Vista's trade with the Delta, either.   
 
Lodi is about 20+ miles away...and one has to take that awful Satanic-awful "Highway" 12 across Bouldin 
Island 
to get there.  Of course, if you widen and modernize the Rio Vista Bridge and fund it with a toll, its only 
logical 
that you'd do the same for a new Mokelume River and Potato Slough crossing....for all of the same 
reasons. 
 
Antioch is about 15 miles away and across a Caltrans toll bridge.  Sacramento lies even further to the 
north...no 
toll yet...but a long drive on dangerous, narrow roads. 
 
As you know, the demographics of Isleton aren't exactly at the top of the list, income-wise...indeed, the 
opposite. 
 
I personally think that Highway 12  between Lodi-Suisun should be a toll road. That would pay for its 
improvements. 
Especially so for the heavy trucks which currently monopolize the road to save time & fuel....and beat it 
to a pulp.  
 
Frankly, those large trucks should be banned from Highway 12 until it is brought up to modern safety 
standards 
which it currently is NOT.  There should be a 5 ton limit imposed on Highway 12 until improvements 
become reality. 
 



 

That ban would certainly get attention...and action on 12. 
 
I'll pass this toll aspect to other locals so we can all be aware of this fact. 
 
 
Regards-  
 
John Anderson 
 

 
From: Janet Adams [mailto:jadams@sta-snci.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 8:08 AM 
To: John Anderson 
Cc: eric@cordobaconsulting.com; 'Mislinski, Steve' 
Subject: RE: Rio Vista Bridge 
 
Mr. Anderson,  
 
Thank you for taking the time to comment on the Rio Vista Bridge Study. Your comment as well 
as others received over the last year of study will be included in the final study.  
 
Be advised tolls are being considered as a potential funding source for the project as well other 
potential Federal, State, and local sources. Funding a project of this magnitude will likely take a 
combination of all these potential funding sources to make this project a reality.  
 
It is our intent to conclude our study within the next 4-6 weeks and share it with the public on the 
STA project website. 
 
If you have any questions about what was presented at our recent public meeting the entire 
presentation is also available on the website.  
 
Once again thank you for your participation and if you have any further questions don't hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
Janet Adams 
Solano Transportation Authority 
Deputy Executive Director/Director of Projects 
(707) 424‐6075 
 
From: John Anderson [mailto:JohnA@meyersound.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 1:09 PM 
To: jadams@sta-snci.com 
Subject: Rio Vista Bridge 
 
I will be out of town so I cannot make the upcoming meeting in Rio Vista. 
 
I certainly support this new crossing...especially the "southern" route. 
 



 

Question: What about tolls?  Rio Vista is the only close by and viable town for us 
folks that live across the river in Isleton and Brannan Island. We all shop and trade 
there. There is no way I can afford to pay $4 or more each time I cross that river  
to buy some coffee, parts for the house, etc.     
 
Please tell me this will not be the case. 
 
John Anderson 
 
Oxbow Marina 
Isleton, Ca 
 



 

From:  Fred Kogler 
 
Mr. Kogler, 
 
Thank you very much for your input and questions regarding this project.   
 
As you are aware, the project is in the preliminary planning stages, and as such, there have not yet been 
engineering studies completed to investigate and assess visual impacts for the various potential routes. 
 The project team has discussed internally, as well as at public meetings, the need to study road 
approach and bridge profiles to assess the appearance of approach embankments and bridge approach 
viaducts, particularly along Airport Road and the existing State Route.  The current project will perform 
engineering to a level that will allow for a preliminary assessment of visual impacts.  However, the full 
visual impact analysis required under environmental law, will not be carried out until the environmental 
phase.    
 
At this point, the project exhibit that has been displayed at various meetings is schematic in nature.  
Intermediate interchange locations have not been determined, and have been shown specifically to 
highlight that there will be points of access to the City along the route.  As the team develops planning 
level vertical and horizontal geometry, access points will be further assessed and will be shown in 
locations that make sense geometrically, as well as to address the need for access to the City. 
 
The project team is currently developing preliminary horizontal and vertical alignments and will begin 
roadway, bridge and tunnel studies soon.   As such, the team will be in position for the next public 
workshop to better discuss bridge approaches, approximately how far the bridges and approach fills may 
extend into the City, and how the approach fill and approach viaduct appearance may impact visual 
resources along the potential routes and through the City.  In addition, access points will be more defined 
and better located. 
 
With regard to the route just to the north that was discussed at the City workshop, we are in contact with 
the City to try to obtain information on the specifics.  If you have a sketch on a map showing the route, 
please forward to me, and the project team will be happy to take a look and assess the merits. 
 
Your input and questions are greatly appreciated.  Input from you and other local residents is helping to 
improve the project and push it forward. 
 
Janet Adams 
Deputy Executive Director/Director of Projects 
Solano Tranportation Authority 
(707) 424‐6075 
 
 
From: Fred Kogler [mailto:lions.den@frontiernet.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 7:00 AM 
To: jadams@sta-snci.com 
Subject: Rio Vista Bridge......planning 
 
Janet, 
  
I have attended the most recent STA presentation for the Rio Vista bridge planning, as well as Oct 20th 
meeting hosted by the Rio Vista City council, where the potential routes were briefly presented and then 
"kicked-around" to see where some thoughts about them might be. 



 

  
Instantly; one thing became apparent.  There is no detail of the bridge ramparts that would better 
demonstrate the IMPACT, particularly when concidering the hybride lower bridge on the existing route, or 
the full height bridge that might intersect on AIRPORT Road. 
  
Of note, were the off ramps that were sketched-in, virtually along side the river.  Given the Channel (peak 
of bridge) would be virtually on the west side of the river, it's hard to fathom how exit ramps to access the 
city would be built without using elevators, given the height must be nigh a hundred foot near river 
edge......?? 
  
Ramparts are somewhate mute on the southern or northern route, due to the remoteness..... 
  
There was a clever scheme suggested that ironicaly has not been drawn on YOUR routes and that is to 
set a bridge just north, and utilize the "flood-way" perhaps on an elevated causeway, and reconvene the 
existing highway via a low lying drainage swale, just east of CHURCH Rd...... 
  
So the real question becomes:   for a given height bridge, roughly how far are the RAMPARTS from the 
river edge?  Without engineering a bridge, there must be a nominal "model" for the given clear-pass any 
of these bridges might assume........?? 
  
It was made clear to me the city intends to "proactively" participate in the planning, so Rio Vista has the 
best potential interface with the new "interstate" freeway. 
  
Fred Kogler 
 
 
 
 




